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Hi. I’m looking for 
the 1/72 Privateer 
kit by Matchbox 
and later issued 
by Revell. It’s been 
out of production 
for some time, but 
maybe someone 
has one in their 
stash that they’d part with. I’d even take a built one. I 
really only need the wings and engine nacelles. 
Thanks.

Jamie Wilcox, C2948
james.wilcox1956@gmail.com

We’ve received the following email from 714 Wasaga 
Beach Air Cadets. While we’d like to help them set 
up a scale modelling program, this really needs to be 
done by local members – ideally under the auspices 
of a local chapter. Unfortunately Wasaga Beach is… 
er… out there in the boonies, and there are no local 
chapters within reasonable distance. So, if there are 
any individual members who might be close enough 
to lend a hand and are interested in doing so, please 
contact them (and us), and maybe we can get the 
ball rolling.

“I saw a post on one of the Air Cadet websites in 
Manitoba about your organization supporting the 
Air Cadets. Does your organization do that in On-
tario? I am with the 714 Wasaga Beach Air Ca-
dets. Thank you.”

Jennifer Purkis
jpurkis@live.com

YOUR
...on This & That

Kim Elliott emails...
“Just received and read the latest beaveRTales. 
Thoroughly enjoyed it. The Jim Bates review of the 
Gloster Pioneer was notably good, and is inciting me 
to acquire one to join my Frog one. Found the article 
on the Falcon of interest, although I doubt I will pur-
chase any of the kits. Good use of old RT illustration! 
Found the article on Maresyev of interest, although 
Russian aviation and aircraft are not ones I usually 
pay much attention to.
“The editorial/articles on PayPal, operating costs, 
and virtual operations? Ho-hum. Reminds me of 
reading the CAA magazine. I suppose it’s important 
to communicate the content, but doesn’t keep me 
keenly anticipating the next BT. Overall, kudos to 
you and the contributors for getting it out. It might 
seem thankless at times, but it is appreciated. 
“BTW, the local (Cambridge) IPMS chapter has been 
doing virtual meetings. Can’t report on them as I 
haven’t been able to participate, usually being at the 
cottage without Internet (presently at home between 
visits). Me? I’m taking old kits up to the cottage to 
assemble and putty, prime, without benefit of refer-
ences, printed or on-line. Amazing how fast they go 
together when not distracted by research or uber-ac-
curacy concerns. Make great gifts for the local kids 
or grand-nephews. Also diminishes the stash. (White 
primer not my usual – the only available colour at the 
local hardware store). “

July assembly efforts, waiting for paint and decals.

Stuart Poole, C3720, writes:
“Is there a Canadian alternative to the US based 
company “Micro Mark”? I am having problems 
with their website ordering stuff and am looking 
for a Canadian solution.”

Contact stpoole@xplornet.com

Sorry we’re late
with this issue...
...but we wanted to wait until the RT archive USBs 
were ready to go so that we could announce them. 
They took a bit longer than anticipated, so this origi-
nally October issue got pushed back into November. 
I’m sure you’ll agree it was worth it.
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provided on the photo-etch fret.  If not, you get to 
build the eight part trailer or the five part RATO. The 
final step requires the modeler to engrave a keyhole-
like shape on the nose-cone using a template pro-
vided on the photo etch fret. 

Colour and Markings 
Decals are provided for TU-143s from the Rus-
sian, Ukrainian, Czech, or Romanian Air Force. All 
are in light grey with red cheat lines and panels. 
Each option has tiny stars or roundels to apply and 

my choice would be the Ukrainian 
Air Force example as it also has a 
Squadron badge on the tail. The de-
cal sheet looks well printed and in-
cludes quite a few tiny stencils. On 
first blush you wonder how all the 
decals will fit on the tiny model!. The 
instruction sheet looks reasonably 
clear, but I wish the colour painting 
diagrams were a tad larger. However, 
it is quite nice that they include four 
views of each option. Humbrol colour 
call-outs are provided. 
Conclusion: 
This is a rather neat kit which should 
make a nice, albeit small, model.  

Highly recommended to Cold War and Russian avia-
tion fans.  
Thanks to John Miller of Model Paint Solutions 
(www.modelpaintsol.com) for taking the photos used 
in this article.
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over enemy held territory. He received serious lower 
leg injuries in the crash. At the time of his crash he 
had four aerial victories.
Depending on references cited, Mares’ev was either 
captured by the Nazis and then escaped, or evad-
ed capture altogether, after crashing. In any case, it 
took him 18 days of crawling on hands and knees to 
make it back to friendly territory. In the intervening 
time, gangrene had established itself in his injured 
legs ― both legs were amputated below the knee.
Persistent and determined of character, Mares’ev 
passed his flight check with his prosthesis in Febru-
ary 1943.  In June 1943, he was posted to a fighter 
regiment and participated in the Battle of Kursk. In 
August of 1943, he shot down three Fw-190s in one 
day.
Mares’ev was awarded the Gold Star of the Hero of 
the Soviet Union (HSU) during the war. The wartime 
awarding of the HSU was the Russian equivalent of 
winning the Victoria Cross. Mares’ev flew 86 combat 
missions and is credited 11 victories.
 

In 1956, Mares’ev received his PhD. in History and 
worked for the Soviet War Veterans Committee. Lat-
er, he became a member of the Supreme Soviet.
Similar to Douglas Bader, Mares’ev’s story inspired 
a book by Boris Polevoy and later a motion picture.  
Unlike Bader, Mares’ev had an opera written about 
him by Sergei Prokofiev. There was also a major 
Russian documentary film made about his life. His 
name is seen on many official buildings within Rus-
sia. Alexei Mares’ev died in 2001, one day shy of his 
85th birthday. 

Major Leonid Belousov 
A Ukrainian by 
birth, Leonid Be-
lousov became 
a fighter pilot in 
1935 flying for the 
Soviet Navy Fleet 
Air Arm (Baltic 
Fleet). As a result 
of a fiery crash in 
February 1938, 
he was burned 
severely and un-
derwent nearly 
forty reconstruc-
tive surgeries during his 426 day stay in hospital. Be-
lousov returned to flying fighters during the Russo-
Finnish war (1939-1940) serving in the Hanko Penin-

sula area. Later, against the Germans, he flew in de-
fence of Leningrad providing vital air cover protect-
ing the “Road of Life” carrying supplies across Lake 
Ladoga to the besieged citizens of Leningrad.  He 
was severely wounded in combat in December 1941.
Belousov was soon back flying combat missions 
but an infection had set in his legs; in early 1942 
both legs were amputated. He had 3 aerial victories 
against the Germans at this time.
Major Belousov returned to his Air Regiment in 1944 
and flew an additional 40 sorties adding another 3 
E/A to his score before the end of the war. During 
the two wars (Russo-Finnish and Great Patriotic War 
against Nazi Germany) Belousov flew some 300 sor-
ties.
Poor health forced him to retire from the military 
shortly after the war.  In 1957, along with many oth-
er patriots, he was awarded the watered-down title: 
Hero of the Soviet Union (HSU). After the war Be-
lousov worked on river transportation and headed 
the first fleet of taxis in the city of Leningrad. He was 
extremely active also with the local aero club in Len-
ningrad.
Leonid Belousov died in 1998 at the age of 89.  Nu-
merous schools and factories in the Leningrad area 
are named in his honour.

Captain Zahar Sorokin 
(Note: again, the spelling of his name may vary due 
to transliteration 
from the Cyrillic 
alphabet)
Sorokin was an-
other Ukrainian 
serving with the 
Soviet’s North-
ern Fleet Air Arm 
as a fighter pilot. 
After scoring his 
5th and 6th Ger-
man kills with a 
MiG 3, he was 
forced down in 
the northern tun-
dra. Both of his 
feet were se-
verely frostbitten 
during his six-day ordeal making his way to the near-
est village. As a result of these injuries, both feet and 
legs below the knees were amputated. 
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operate in Afghanistan until 2011 
after which the lease was termi-
nated as the first leased Chinooks 
arrived. The cover-up continues to 
this day... you won’t find any men-
tion of those helicopters on the 
427 Special Operations Aviation 
Squadron Wikipedia page or of-
ficial website and it does not ap-
pear on the official history of this 
outfit and it’s listing of previously 
operated equipment.
Modelling the elusive CH-178
With a bit of work it is possible to add this rare bird 
to your RCAF aviary. Kits of the Mi-17 are avail-
able in 1/72 and 1/48 scales, though you may have 
to search online among overseas vendors or Ebay. 
Zvezda makes a 1/72 kit, as does Italeri. 1/48 will 
take a bit more searching. A resin kit was produced 
by AWC, and an injection-moulded kit by Annetra (I 
know... I never heard of them either!).
The big question is just what colour are the copters 
and their markings. Lacking any specs all we can 
do is present a couple of hard-to-find photos that 

you can try to approximate. Is is an ‘official’ Rus-
sian camo colour? Were they repainted by the Ca-
nadians? And what of the markings...? We do know 
that most markings were applied with stencils, so 
we can assume the Mils were done in a similar way. 
The colour is very ‘low-vis’ (just look at how diffi-
cult they are to see in the photos), and was probably 
mixed by eyeball at application. I would suggest ex-
perimenting with black and grey low-vis markings, 
misted with the airframe sand colour to approximate 
the effect seen in the photos. Or maybe you can try 
to make a ‘one-off’ custom decal sheet and sell the 
extra markings. Let us know what you did and we’ll 
pass it on to the rest of the members.
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Reginald Mitchell’s Supermarine S.5 marked a return 
to a conservative approach to creating a high-speed 
seaplane racer. After the failure of his innovative can-
tilever-wing Supermarine S.4 in 1925, Mitchell took 
stock of the lessons learned and started an exten-
sive research program. Like Macchi’s Mario Castoldi, 
Mitchell concluded that a braced thin-airfoil “three- 
cell”arrangement of fuselage and two floats gave 
the best chance of success. While Castoldi’s Macchi 
M.39 was winning the 1926 Schneider, thus prevent-
ing the Americans from ending the competition se-
ries by permanently retiring the trophy, Mitchell and 
his team were conducting wind tunnel tests on vari-
ous configurations. They ultimately settled on a wire-
braced low-wing racer, with metal fuselage and twin-
floats, and plywood-covered plane surfaces. 
While the Italians had also designed a brand-new 
powerplant for their M.39, the English stuck with the 
Napier Lion 12-cylinder engine of a “broad-arrow’ 
(W-12) configuration consisting of three banks of 
four cylinders each. An earlier version of this engine 
had powered Supermarine’s first Schneider entrant, 
the Sea Lion I biplane flying-boat of 1919, and an-
other had pushed the similar Sea Lion II to victory in 
1922. Progressively upgraded from 450-hp to 900-
hp in its VilA version, the Lion also had its frontal 
area reduced to a bare minimum. The direct-drive 
Lion VilA would power the first S.5 (219), while the 
geared 885-hp Lion VII B drove the other two S.5s 
(220 and 221). 
The reduced engine frontal area permitted Mitchell 
to create a fuselage of absolutely minimal cross-sec-
tion for the S.5. The three cylinder banks were very 
closely cowled, with the fairing for the centre bank 
extending back to form the windscreen and headrest 
fairing, which leads right into the fin.The cockpit was 
so small that the pilot sat on the floor with his shoul-
ders against the inner coaming, matching his “cross-
sectional area” with that of the engine! 

With such a narrow fuselage, most of the fuel for the 
thirsty racing engine would have to be stored in the 
floats. For N219, Mitchell lengthened the starboard 
float a few inches to contain additional fuel , but this 
was found to be unnecessary and the floats on the 
other two machines were of the same size. Mitch-
ell was aware of the problem of heavy torque on 
takeoff which had also plagued Castoldi. The Italian 
designer had used the aerodynamic fix of extend-
ing the port wing and thus providing more lift on the 
port side to keep that float from digging in during the 
takeoff run. The English engineer chose a hydro-dy-
namic fix, putting all the fuel in the starboard float to 
make the port one more buoyant, and then moving 
the port float eight inches closer to the fuselage to 
put that buoyancy nearer to the centre of gravity. All 
this made the port float much less likely to dig in. 
To maintain streamlining, Supermarine elected to in-
corporate flush airfoil radiators as had both Curtiss 
and Macchi before them. They went one better by 
putting the water-carrying corrugations on the inside 
surface of the radiators, which left a smooth sheet 
exposed to the airstream. This reduced the wetted 
area of the wings and improved airflow over them. 
These thin hollow radiators were screwed into the 
wooden wing airfoil surface. Hot coolant left the en-
gine and was piped to the wing trailing edge, from 
where il flowed through the radiator plates to the 
leading edge. and was then returned, somewhat 
cooler, to the engine. Flight testing revealed the need 
for additional cooling. which was accomplished by 
adding a pair of ram-air scoops beneath the forward 
wing roots. The oil radiators were long corrugated 
steel sections built into the fuselage sides. Hot oil 
traveled down one cooler, through a filter and into a 
tank behind the pilot, from where it moved through 
the second cooler and back to the engine.
 

While the English had been fortunate to have an Ital-
ian victory in 1926 extend the competition for the 

by Bill Devins 

Note: This article first appeared in RT Vol. 23, 
No. 4. It has been edited to include informa-
tion on available kits. It is an example of the 
material that can br found on the RT archive 
USB (see page 1).
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steel sections built into the fuselage sides. Hot oil 
traveled down one cooler, through a filter and into a 
tank behind the pilot, from where it moved through 
the second cooler and back to the engine.
 

While the English had been fortunate to have an Ital-
ian victory in 1926 extend the competition for the 
Schneider Trophy, they had put the intervening time 
to good use. The parsimonious government had fi-
nally been persuaded to back the efforts of its aero 
industry. As a result, the newly-formed RAF High 
Speed Flight went to Venice for the 1927 edition with 
the best prepared and most well tested team ever 
sent to a Schneider Trophy contest by any nation. 
The English challengers included three Napier Lion 
VII-powered Gloster IV biplanes and the Bristol Ju-
piter radial-engined Short Bristow Crusader mono-
plane, along with two Supermarine S.5s. The de-
fending Italians provided the only other competition; 
their new Macchi M.52 was a development of the 
previous year’s M.39 , with relatively untried l000-hp 
Fiat A5.3 engines.
September 25, 1927 was race day. Each nation was 
permitted three entries in the tournament. With the 
loss of the Crusader during trials, the Gloster IVB 
and both Supermarine S.5s were selected by the RA 
F to represent England against the three Italian Mac-
chi M.52s. Unfortunately for the Italians, troubles 
with the still unperfected Fiat engines forced the re-
tirement of all three Macchi seaplanes. The Gloster 
entry suffered a similar fate, but Flt Lt S N Webster 
brought N220, with the geared Lion VHB, home at 
281.66 mph, followed closely by FIt Lt O E Worsley 
in the direct-drive N219 at 273.01 mph. During the 
race, Webster set a l00-km dosed circuit seaplane 
speed record of 283.66 mph, the only world record 
ever held by the 5.5. 
With this stirring triumph of men and machine, Eng-
land laid a claim on the Schneider Trophy that she 
would never relinquish. Mitchell would use his ex-
perience with the S.5 to develop the larger all-metal 
S.6, and he would abandon the old faithful Napier 
Lion in favour of a new Rolls-Royce racing engine 
of I900-hp. This marriage would ultimately result 
in the annexation of the Coupe d ‘aviation Mari-
time Jacques Schneider by the uncontested S.6B in 
1931, 18 years and 13 meets after the first event. It 
would also lead to that most famous mating of Regi-
nald Mitchell machine and Sir Henry Royce power-
plant in the Superrnarine Spitfire.
 

There are some postscripts to the story of the Super-
marine S.5: On March 12, 1928, FIt Lt S M Kinkead 
took N221 aloft at Calshot in an attempt to better 

the absolute world speed record of 296.94 mph set 
by Major M deBemardi a few weeks after the 1927 
Schneider in a Macchi M.52. Nearing the beginning 
of the 3-krn measured course. the S.5 dove into the 
sea near Calshot Light, Kinkead losing his life. In 
1929, 219 ran as a backup in the Schneider Trophy 
race won by the S.6 247, finishing third at 282.11 
mph for Flt Lt D D Greig. The maximum speed 
achieved by the S.5 was 319.57 mph in 1928; with 
the Schneider-inspired development of seaplane 
technology, even that velocity was not good enough 
for a world record. lronically, Schneider himself died 
in poverty and obscurity in 1929, at the height of the 
aeronauticaI advancements his prize had inspired. 
From 1927 through 1935, the world absolute speed 
record was held by a seaplane – the final legacy of 
Jacques Schneider and his desire to nurture mari-
time aviation.
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S.5 models are available from AMP in both 1/48 and 
1/72. Be advised that they are limited-production 
kits, with all the work and problems that implies.
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